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The Holocaust 

The Holocaust was the systematic persecution and annihilation of more than 6 million Jews as a central act of state by Nazi Germany and its collaborators between 1933 and 1945. Although millions of others, such as Romani, Sinti, homosexuals, the disabled and political opponents of the Nazi regime, were also victims of persecution and murder, only the Jews were singled out for total extermination. 

Under the leadership of Adolf Hitler, this brutal campaign began with a deliberate series of progressively hostile acts of bigotry, repression, humiliation and discrimination. Authorized by the Nazis and their collaborators, such actions were based on the views that the German (or "Aryan") people were a superior "race," that all non-Germans were therefore inferior, and that Jews were race-poisoners. The intervals between each phase -- from antilocution (using hostile, bigoted language) to avoidance to discrimination to violence to genocide -- were frighteningly small. 

Jewish victims of the Holocaust were rounded up from all parts of Nazi-occupied Europe and shipped to concentration camps where almost all were shot, hanged, subjected to hideous medical experiments, gassed or worked to death. Only a small percentage survived. It did not matter whether they were rich or poor, religious or secular, or decorated soldiers of the First World War. If they had even one Jewish grandparent (a provision of the Nuremberg Laws), they were marked for destruction. 

Any act of resistance against this juggernaut demanded enormous courage. Those who helped or rescued Jews did so at great risk to their own lives and those of their families. While most people remained silent or excused their complicity on the grounds that they were only following orders, a few remarkable people, known today as the Righteous Among Nations, took the risks and hid or rescued Jews. Contrary to the bestiality of the Nazis and the indifference of most people in Germany and in the Nazi-occupied nations, these individuals represent the finest and noblest of the human spirit. 

When the Nazi regime collapsed in 1945 under the onslaught of the Allied nations and the world learned the full extent to which the hatred of Jews had been carried, the few Jewish survivors faced living without homes, possessions, families and communities. Many left Europe -- the continent soaked with the blood of their fellow Jews -- and tried to rebuild their shattered lives in the United States, in Israel and elsewhere. The Nazi dream of a "master race" came to an end at the War Crimes Trials held at Nuremberg in 1945. The United States, England, France and the Soviet Union joined forces to stand in judgment of the Nazi crimes against humanity. 
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Who are the Children of the Holocaust? 

When Germany came under Nazi rule, the country adopted as official policy a racist ideology aimed at the destruction of the Jews. To bring about the complete eradication of this entire population, the Nazi strategy demanded that not only adults be marked for destruction but that children be targeted as well. In fact, in each European country conquered by the Germans, the survival rate of children was much lower than that of the overall Jewish population. It is estimated that one and a half million Jewish children, from infants to older teens, were gassed or shot to death in Nazi-occupied Europe. This means that nine out of ten Jewish children were murdered, not as a result of some tragic accident or some wild scheme gone wrong, but simply because they were Jewish. 

Such deliberate and systematic killing of children was unprecedented in human history. Very few escaped the Nazi plan of Jewish annihilation. Those who were sent to concentration camps were killed upon arrival. Only an occasional, healthy-looking teen-ager managed to slip through the system. 

For the most part, the children who eluded the Nazis survived because they were hidden from their persecutors. Sometimes for years, they lived out of their captors' sight, in convents, orphanages, haylofts, woods, basements or sewers. Some lived openly, concealing their names, pretending to be Christian. 

Often, families were torn apart. In a desperate attempt to save their children, parents made the agonizing decision to leave their little ones with strangers. And, frequently, children were left to fend for themselves, wandering through forests and villages in search of food and shelter. 
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Who are the Hidden Children? 

Even today, no one knows how many Jewish children were hidden during the war. The one most people know is Anne Frank. But there were many others, perhaps as many as 100,000, who lived their own nightmares. 

The survival of these hidden children depended mostly on their parents' actions. Parents needed the means, the will, the determination and the courage to move the family into the forbidden, Christian world. To increase the chances of their children's survival, they often placed them in Christian homes and institutions, thus separating these "lucky" youngsters from everything they held dear -- their families, friends, traditions and communities. 

To support their new identities, these hidden children had to learn new names, dates and places. And to blend in, they were taught to practice Christianity. Any inconsistency could arouse suspicion; one slip could mean disaster. 

From an early age, hidden children were expected to contribute to their own safety by leaving their past behind and remaining silent. For many, giving up their true identity created an emotional void which lasted a lifetime. 

Many of the youngest hidden children never knew they were Jewish. Others learned this secret many years later. Even today, many Christians are only now learning of their Jewish birth and that their "real" families perished in the Holocaust. 
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Nazi Anti-Jewish Laws 

Shortly after Hitler's appointment as Reich Chancellor on January 30, 1933, the Reichstag (German parliament) began to institute a series of anti-Jewish decrees. Sections of these laws are quoted below:

April 7, 1933 

Laws for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service
"Civil servants who are not of Aryan (non-Jewish) descent are to be retired." 

April 7, 1933 

Law Regarding Admission to the Bar
"Persons who, according to the Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service of April 7, 1933, are of non-Aryan descent may be denied admission to the bar." 

April 25, 1933 

Law Against the Crowding of German Schools
and Institutions of Higher Learning
"In new admissions, care is to be taken that the number of Reich Germans who, according to the Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service of April 7, 1933, are of non-Aryan descent, out of the total attending each school and each faculty, does not exceed the proportion of non-Aryans within the Reich German population." 

Nuremberg Laws
With the passage of the Nuremberg Laws by the Reichstag on September 15, 1935, the first direct attack on individual Jews was launched. These laws mark a sharp progression toward an irreversible anti-Semitic policy. In the future, no Jew would be able to escape intensified persecution. 

September 15, 1935 

Law for the Protection of German Blood and German Honor
"Marriages between Jews and subjects of German or kindred blood are forbidden...Extramarital intercourse forbidden between Jews and subjects of German or kindred blood...Jews are forbidden to fly the Reich and national flag and to display Reich colors...They are, on the other hand, allowed to display the Jewish colors...Whoever violates the prohibition...will be punished by penal servitude." 

September 15, 1935 

Reich Citizenship Law
"A Reich citizen is only that subject of German or kindred blood who proves by his conduct that he is willing and suited loyally to serve the German people and the Reich." 

November 14, 1935 

First Decree to the Reich Citizenship Law
"A Jew cannot be a Reich citizen. He is not entitled to the right to vote on political matters; he cannot hold public office...A Jew is anyone descended from at least three grandparents who are fully Jewish as regards race...Also deemed a Jew is a Jewish Mischlung subject who is descended from two fully Jewish grandparents and...who belonged to the Jewish religious community...who was married to a Jew...who is the offspring of a marriage concluded by a Jew...who is an offspring of extramarital intercourse with a Jew..." 

August 17, 1938 

Second Decree for the Implementation of the
Law Regarding Changes of Family Names
"Jews may be given only such given names as are listed in the Guidelines on the Use of Given Names issued by the Reich Minister of the Interior... Insofar as Jews have other given names than those which may be given to Jews...they are obligated, beginning January 1, 1939, to assume an additional given name, namely the given name Israel in the case of males and the given name Sarah in the case of females." 
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Chronology 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1933 

January 30: President Hindenburg appoints Adolf Hitler as Reich Chancellor (Prime Minister) of Germany. 

March 23: First concentration camp at Dachau is set up for political opponents of the Nazis. 

April 1: Nazis proclaim a general boycott of all Jewish-owned businesses in a state-sponsored campaign to deprive Jews of their livelihood. 

April 7: Jews dismissed from civil service and denied admission to the bar 

April 26: Nazis form Gestapo to terrorize opponents of the State.

May 2: Dissolution of free trade unions 

May 10: Books written by Jews and other enemies of Nazism are burned in a state-sponsored attempt to keep German minds "untainted." 

July 14: A law is passed permitting the forced sterilization of Gypsies, the mentally and physically disabled, African Germans, and others the Nazis considered "inferior." 

December 1: Hitler declares legal unity of the German State and Nazi Party 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1934 

August 2: German President Hindenburg dies. Hitler becomes Head of State and Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. 

October: First mass arrests of German homosexuals begin. 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1935 

April: Jehovah's Witnesses are banned from all civic service jobs and are arrested throughout Germany. 

August 1: Juden Verboten ("NO JEWS") signs appear everywhere forbidding Jews from public facilities, stores and restaurants. 

September 15: Reichstag (parliament) passes anti-Semitic "Nuremberg Laws." 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1936 

July 12: First mass arrests of German Gypsies take place throughout Germany. 

August 1-16: Olympic Games held in Berlin. Anti-Jewish signs are removed until the end of the games. 

October 25: Rome-Berlin Axis is signed by Mussolini and Hitler. 

November 25: Germany and Japan sign military pact 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1937 

July 16: Buchenwald concentration camp opens

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1938 

March 13: Germany annexes Austria. Nazis apply anti-Semitic laws 

July 6-15: Evian Conference to discuss refugee policies. Most of the countries of Western Europe and the U.S. refuse to let in more Jewish refugees. 

September 29: Munich Agreement: Britain and France appease Hitler by allowing Germany to annex part of Czechoslovakia. 

October 5: Passports of Jews are marked with the letter "J" 

November 9: Kristallnacht (Night of Broken Glass). Anti-Semitic riots erupt in Germany and Austria. Synagogues are burned, shops are damaged and looted. Many Jews are arrested and sent to concentration camps. 

November 12: 26,000 Jews are arrested and sent to concentration camps 

November 15: All Jewish children are expelled from German public schools. 

December 13: Decree on "Aryanization" (compulsory expropriation of Jewish industries, businesses and shops) is enacted 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1939 

March 15: German troops invade all of Czechoslovakia. 

July 26: Adolf Eichmann is placed in charge of Prague branch of the emigration office 

August 23: Soviet-German Non-Aggression Pact is signed by Hitler and Stalin. 

September 1: German Army invades Poland. World War II begins. 

September 3: Britain and France declare war on Germany 

September 17: Soviet occupation of Eastern Poland 

October: Euthanasia program is instituted within Germany and Austria. Mentally and physically disabled persons are gassed. 

October 12: First deportation of Jews from Austria and Moravia to Poland 

November 23: Wearing of Judenstern (Jewish six-pointed Star of David) is made compulsory throughout occupied Poland 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1940 

Spring: Germans invade and conquer Denmark, Norway, Holland, Luxembourg, Belgium and France. 

April 30: Ghetto at Lodz, Poland, is sealed off

June 22: France surrenders to the Germans 

September 27: Berlin-Rome-Tokyo Axis is established 

November 15: Warsaw Ghetto is sealed off

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1941 

March 22: Gypsy and African-German children are expelled from German public schools.

April 6: Germany invades Yugoslavia and Greece. 

June 22: Germans attack the Soviet Union and begin to murder all Jews in their path. 

July 8: Wearing of the Jewish star is decreed in the German-occupied Baltic states 

July 31: Hermann Goering appoints Reinhard Heydrich to carry out "The Final Solution" (extermination of all Jews in Europe). 

September 15: Wearing of the Jewish star is decreed throughout the Greater Reich 

September 28-29: Russian and Polish prisoners of war are gassed in tests conducted at Auschwitz death camp. 

October-December: Mobile Killing Squads perform mass shootings of Jews in Baltic States, Ukraine and former Soviet Union. 

October 10: Theresienstadt Ghetto in Czechoslovakia is established 

October 14: Deportation of German Jews begins 

October 23: Massacre in Odessa -- 34,000 dead 

October 28: Massacre in Kiev -- 34,000 dead 

November 6: Massacre in Rovno -- 15,000 dead 

December 7: Japan attacks Pearl Harbor and the United States enters the War. 

December 8: Chelmno extermination camp on the Ner River in Poland is opened 

December 8: Massacre in Riga -- 27,000 dead 

December 22: Massacre in Vilna -- 32,000 dead 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1942 

January 20: Nazi leaders meet at Wansee, a section of Berlin, to formulate the "Final Solution of the Jewish Question." 

January 21: Unified resistance organization is established in Vilna Ghetto. Jewish resistance groups expand in number throughout Eastern Europe 

June 1: Treblinka death camp opens. Wearing of the Jewish star is decreed in Nazi-occupied France and Holland 

July 22: Germans begin deporting Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto are to Treblinka. Eventually more than 300,000 are deported.

July 28: Jewish resistance organization is established in the Warsaw Ghetto 

October 17: Allied nations pledge to punish Germans for their policy of genocide. 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1943 

January 18: Jews in the Warsaw Ghetto launch uprising against Nazi deportations. Street fighting lasts for four days 

February 2: The German Sixth Army surrenders at Stalingrad. This marks a turning point in the war. The Allies take the advantage.

April 19: Jews revolt in the Warsaw Ghetto. Fighting continues for weeks. 

May 16: Liquidation of the Warsaw Ghetto 

June 11: Himmler orders liquidation of all Polish Jewish ghettos 

June-September: Hundreds of Jewish partisans leave the Vilna Ghetto for the forest where they continue their resistance to the Nazis 

August 2: Revolt at Treblinka death camp 

August 16: Revolt in Bialystok Ghetto 

September 23: Liquidation of the Vilna Ghetto 

October 20: United Nations War Crimes Commission is established 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1944 

March 19: Germans occupy Hungary. 

May-June: 430,000 Jews are deported from Hungary to Auschwitz death camp. 

June 6: D-Day, Allied invasion of Nazi- occupied Western Europe begins in Normandy, France 

July 24: Soviet troops liberate Maidanek death camp 

October 7: Prisoners at Auschwitz revolt and blow up one crematorium. 

June 6: D-Day marks the Allied invasion of Europe. 

July 24: Soviet troops liberate Maidanek death camp

November 24: Heinrich Himmler orders destruction of Auschwitz crematoria to hide evidence of the death camps. 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
1945 

January 7: Soviet troops liberate survivors at Auschwitz. 

April 11: American troops liberate Buchenwald concentration camps. 

April 15: British troops liberate Bergen-Belsen concentration camp 

April 30: Hitler commits suicide in his underground bunker in Berlin. 

May 7: Germany surrenders and the war ends in Europe. 

August 15: Japan surrenders unconditionally; end of World War II. 

November 22: Nuremberg War Crimes Tribunal start. The Nuremberg Trials concluded on October 1, 1946, which happened to be the Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), with a judgment in which 12 defendants were sentenced to death, three to life imprisonment, four to various prison terms, and three acquitted. 

1933 - 1934 - 1935 - 1936 - 1937 - 1938 - 1939 - 1940 - 1941 - 1942 - 1943 - 1944 - 1945
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